TIGR ESS 2.5 Millets and Sustainable Agriculture: Study conducted by Vertiver and IORA
i J Ecological Solutions to support research under the TIGR2ESS programme

In India, arid and semi-arid regions account for more than 60% of the cultivated area under millets,
providing around 40% of the food produced. These regions are characterized by long dry seasons and
inadequate and unpredictable rainfall. In the past few decades, recurrent droughts and frequent dry
spells have led to further land degradation and desertification. In arid and semi-arid conditions millets
provide a viable and sustainable solution.

Millets once made up more than 40% of cultivated grains in India. Since the Green Revolution in the 1960s
millet production has declined by 35%, due to the emergence of rice and wheat as preferred substitutes.

TIGR2ESS commissioned a socio-economic
survey in five states (Andhra Pradesh (AP), Tamil
Nadu (TN), Odisha, Rajasthan and Karnataka) to
identify the challenges of millet farming, to
mainstream research and policy actions. Farmer
behaviour, practices and needs regarding millets
were surveyed.

Key findings:

- Income from millets as ratio of total farming
related income ranged from 10-50%, highest in
Karnataka (52%)

- Key needs included access to agri-inputs, post-
harvest processing facilities and technical
guidance

- Farmers in all states, except in AP, were

Enhancing millet production could hold the
key to greater food and farmer security in
India. Policies to change perceptions of
millets, improve extension support for
cropping systems and post-harvesting
processing are some of the major challenges
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